Johnson County
Soil and Water Conservation District

Conservation Times

Visit us on the web at www.swcd.org

We are located at 550 East Jefferson Street in Franklin, Indiana in the
Alva B. Neal Building (old Franklin High School Building) across from
Franklin College.
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NEW! 2009 Plat Books$15.00 (+ $2.00 if mailed) Annual Meeting
Sponsored by the Johnson County Youth Conservation Board

For Johnson County residents interested in agricultural and natural resource issues.

The Johnson County Soil & Water Conservation District will hold its 60th annual meeting
on Wednesday January 20, 2010 at 6:30 pm. The meeting will be held at Scott Hall on
the Johnson County Fairgrounds.

Marking Flags $10.00 per bundle (100 flags per bundle)

Erosion Control Netting $0 .25 per linear foot (includes staples)
Our featured speaker for the evening will be Johnson County native Joe Kelsay, Director
Geotextile Fabric, 8 oz. non woven, 15 ft. wide of the Indiana State Department of Agriculture.
$1.50 per linear foot
A free buffet meal is included, and anyone is welcome to attend, however RSVP is

Rain Barrel Kits $100.00 required .
Straw Blanket (Call for Price) Among the items on the agenda are Supervisor elections. We currently have one elected
position available for a three year term starting January 20th. Candidates on the ballot for
Contact the SWCD office at 317369540 this position will be Virginia Pollert and Chris Campbell. Other nominations can be
submitted to the SWCD office in advance, or nominations can be made at the Annual

to learn about and utilize other valuable materials we can oF®EE of charge Meeting

If you would like to attend, please RSVP to Ric by January 13th _at 317-736-9540 ext.
102, or ric-schlosser@iaswcd.org
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Mission ,  To conserve and
enhance our soil, water, and other
natural resources by coordinating
with local partners to provide
technical, financial, and
educational opportunities in

Johnson County.

Board of Supervisors

Barry Barnett
Chairman
Kevin Thompson

ViceChairman
Joe Bill Misiniec
Member
Virginia Pollert
Member
Jim Risch
Member

Associate Supervisors

Tom Bechman
Matt Davis
George Ellis

Jim Facemire

Al Meyer
Claude Wade
Bob Weaver

Staff

Ric Schlosser
Director

Kathy Haste
Assistant Director &
Education Coordinator

Andy Nichols
Ag Conservation Programs

Published quarterly and distributed

landowners, farm operators, scho:IIs,

local agencies, public officials,
conservation organizations, and ot
interested individuals.

Are you confused when it comes to
conservation programs?

We get a lot of questions regarding program administration.
Common questions include "Where do | take my receipts for
a completed project?" and "Where do | go with questions
about my waterway design?" Many people find it difficult to
decipher where to even get started. Our website contains a
presentation that may help you navigate the maze of
conservation program personnel and decide whom you need
to contact with questions. Go to
http://www.swcd.org/AgencyFlowChart.pdf for more
information.

Also located on our web site are other presentations that help
explain the various USDA, state and local level conservation
programs. As always, you can contact us anytime with
guestions regarding conservation programs.

to

er

Major Initiative to I mprove Health of Missi

MRBI will focus on watersheds that contribute high loads of nutrients in the Mississippi
River BasinNRCS Indiana is working with the Indiana State Technical Committees and
conservation partners to identify the priority watersheds in the state. Our evaluation
process will include data from the Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP), the
USGS Spatially Referenced Regression on Watersheds (SPARROW) Attributes]estate
data sets.

Assessments of progress in implementing MRBI will be critical. Just as critical will be
evaluation of the effects of conservation and management practices on individual field scales,
and on the watershed basiSuccessful measures of the initiative will include reduced

nutrient footprint and environmental impacts, through more efficient use of nutrients for

crop production in the priority watersheds.

For information about the Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative, including
eligibility requirements, please visitww.nrcs.usda.goyor contact Teresah Caire, Assistant
State Conservationist for Programs, at the NRCS Indiana State Office at (3183290, ext.
320.

Additional Contacts:
Jane Hardisty, NRCS State Conservationist, (317) 8822, ext. 3
Michael McGovern, Public Affairs Specialist, (317) 23200, ext. 324

Rain Barrels

Get ready for spring with a recycled rain barrel and diverter kit! We still have plenty
of barrel kits available for $100/kit. Each kit contains a rain barrel with fittings,
diverter kit and installation instructions. Call or email the office for more
information.
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http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/

Major Initiative to Improve Health of Mississippi River Basin Announced

$320 Million Available for Conservation Projects in Indiana and 11 other Midwest
States

INDIANAPOLIS, September 30, 2009 Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack last week

announced a new initiative to improve water quality and the overall health of the Mississippi

River Basin. The Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative (MRBI) will invest

$320 million over the next four years for voluntary projects in priority watersheds located in
Indianaand 11 other key states. Participation in this initiative, which will be managed by

USDA3s Natur al Resources Conservation Service
competitive process for potential partners at the local, state and national levels.

MRBI will help agricultural producers implement conservation and management practices
that avoid, control, and trap nutrient runoff. By focusing on priority watersheds in these 12
states in the basin, USDA, its partner organizations, State and local agencies, and agricultural
producers will coordinate their resources in areas requiring the most immediate attention

and offer the best return on the funds invested.

" This will be an opportunity for us t
management practices that increase efficiency
State Conservationist Jane Hardisty. ~This 1in
management and conservation practices that help trap and retain nutrients to improve the

soil quality on their own land, while reducing the nutrient loads that cause problems in the

Gul f of Mexico.pu
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"I mprovements to the Mississippi River Basin
systems approach to control soil erosion, manage surface and drainage water, ensure better
nutrient management, i mprove soil qguality, an
Dave White.” We al | |l ive downstream of other water
the Mississippi River Basin and the Mississippi River and its tributaries healthier for
everyone. H

NRCS will target the $80 million annually over the next four years through Cooperative
Conservation Partnership Initiative (CCPI), Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG), and the
Wetlands Reserve Enhancement Program (WREP). This is in addition to other NRCS
program funding and assistance such as Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP),
Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP), and the Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP). These funds will be available for projects in Indiana, Arkansas, Kentucky, lllinois,
lowa, Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, and Wisconsin.

Continued on page 7
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Ag Lease Opportunity at Camp Atterbury

Approximately 253 acres is available for lease for hay production at Camp Atterbury-
JMTC in Southern Johnson County. Lease is scheduled to begin in spring of 2010 with
up to four 1 year renewal options if agreeable to both parties. Multiple cuttings are
encouraged. For inquiry or bid information contact Mr. Michael Peterkin, Camp Atterbury
Natural Resources Coordinator at (812) 526-1729.

Ag Day

Mark your calendars! The Ag Day breakfast will be Wednesday March 17, 2010 at 7:30
am in Scott Hall at the Johnson County Fairgrounds. In addition to the breakfast, there
will be a speaker and award presentation to the Farm Family of the Year. The Ag Day
event for county 4th grade students will be Friday March 19th, also in Scott Hall.

Office Space for Rent

The Johnson County SWCD has office space
available for rent in our building. We are located in
downtown Franklin on Jefferson Street.

For more information please contact
Ric Schlosser
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