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Water Facts 

97% of water on Earth is salt water, 
Leaving only 3% fresh water. 
 
2% is locked up in ice caps and glaciers, 
Leaving only 1% usable water! 
 
We cannot create fresh water, 
We can only filter and encourage the natural wa-
ter cycle to recycle and replenish what we use. 

The Johnson County Fair is upon us again!  We want to encourage everyone to visit us at the 
east end of the Farm Bureau Building.   We have  been working with  various agencies around  
the county to coordinate clean water efforts, so Johnson County residents can better under-
stand what it takes to keep our water supplies clean and healthy.  Join your Soil & Water Con-
servation District, Johnson County Partnership for Water Quality (Note: List of partners on 
page 3 of this newsletter), and the Johnson County Wellhead Protection Committee at the 
Johnson County Fair! 
 
With that in mind, this year³s display is expanded and we³ll be discussing issues that deal with 
our local water supplies from ground water to storm water runoff, from agricultural water us-
age to your city and neighborhood usage.   Education,  conservation, &   protection of our wa-
ter supply  is  critical regardless of economic, political, or environmental times.   
 



Mission    ̧   To conserve and   
enhance our soil, water, and other 
natural resources by coordinating 

with local partners to provide    
technical, financial, and            

educational  opportunities in  
Johnson County. 

 
 

Board of Supervisors 
 

Barry Barnett 
Chairman 

Kevin Thompson 
   Vice-Chairman 
Joe Bill Misiniec 

Member 
Virginia Pollert 

Member 
Jim Risch 
Member 

 
 

Associate Supervisors 
 

Tom Bechman 
Matt Davis 
George Ellis 
Jim Facemire 

Al Meyer 
Claude Wade 
Bob Weaver 

 
 

Staff 
 

Ric Schlosser 
Director 

 

Kathy Haste 
Assistant Director &  

Education Coordinator 
 

Andy Nichols 
Ag Conservation Programs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Published quarterly and distributed to    
landowners, farm operators, schools, 

local agencies, public officials, 
conservation organizations, and other     

interested individuals. 

Page 2 Conservation Times 

What Does MS4 Stand For? 

MS4 stands for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems.  Under the 1987 
Clean Water Act Amendments, the U.S. EPA developed new regulations to 
address storm water runoff that might impact water quality.  In Indiana the 
regulatory body  that  oversees MS4³s  is  the  Indiana Department of  Envi-
ronmental    Management (IDEM).  Locally storm water is managed by seven 
MS4³s (listed on next page). 

What is storm water runoff?  Simply put, water that falls to the ground from 
rain or snow events that does not or cannot soak into the ground. 

Doesn³t it all get treated anyway?  NO!!  The storm water system is separate 
from the wastewater system that processes and cleans the water.  Storm wa-
ter systems flow directly into our streams, rivers, and lakes.  As storm water 
flows it picks up excess fertilizer and pesticides from your lawns and drive-
ways, dirt, oil and debris from the roads, cigarette butts and other pollutants. 

What happens when these pollutants enter the storm water system?  They 
also flow into our streams, rivers, and lakes, thus affecting our  water quality 
and   damages our streams, rivers, and lakes³ eco-systems.  This is also called 
nonpoint source pollution (NPS); nonpoint source pollution  is generated by 
all of us!  It is a product of millions of actions that we take each day,  from 
over fertilizing our lawns to how we dispose of  used oil and chemicals. 

Storm water runoff is more prevalent in urban areas because of the amount 
of impervious cover we have constructed.  Homes, businesses, parking lots, 
and roads prevent storm water from naturally filtering into the ground on its 
way through the water cycle.  Additionally, this creates situations of excess 
storm water runoff adding to possible flood events. 

So please REMEMBER: 

NO DUMPING: DRAINS TO CREEK! 

    
  



  Johnson County   317-346-4350 
  City of Franklin   317-346-1151 
  City of Greenwood  317-887-5230 
  Town of Bargersville  317-422-5115 
  Town of Whiteland  317-535-5531 
  Town of Edinburgh    812-526-3512 
  Town of New Whiteland 317-535-4664 
  Johnson County Solid 
  Waste District   317-738-2546 
  Johnson County Soil 
  & Water Conservation District317-736-9540 
  Johnson County Wellhead 

   Protection Committee  317-346-4365 

Office Space for Rent  

 

The Johnson County SWCD has office space 

available for rent in our building.  We are located in 

downtown Franklin on Jefferson Street.  

 For more information please contact  

Ric Schlosser.  
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Johnson County Partnership for Water Quality 

 

Rain Barrels 

Get ready for summer and fall with a recycled rain barrel and diverter kit!  We  
have plenty of barrel kits available for $100/kit.   Each kit contains a rain barrel 
with    fittings,  diverter kit and  installation  instructions.  The system  is 
closed  to avoid  mosquito problems and to minimize 
debris in the barrel.  Call or email the office for more 
information.  
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 Looking to buy or sell? 
 

For all your real estate needs 
call 

Beth McNabb 
 

Realtor 
(317) 985-6407 

901 N. Main St. 
Franklin, Indiana 46131 

 
realestate@bethmcnabb.com 

www.e - farmcredit.com  

Tom Dougherty        Amanda Burke            Lori Tennell      
(317) 736-6664 
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 Kahre & Associates, P. C.  
 

David A. Kahre, CPA  
 

Accounting Å Tax Å Financial 

1118 N. Main, Suite A  

Franklin, IN 46131  
Phone: (317) 736 -7440  

Fax: (317) 736 -7507  

E-mail: davekahre@gmail.com  

 Weddle Farm Draining 
 and Excavating 

 

Lee M. Weddle 
Morgantown IN  

317-797-4722 

See your ad here 
 

We have space available in    

upcoming issues for your ad.  

 Please contact the SWCD office 

for more information. 

 

812-597-0021 
M-F 9:00-6:00 

Sheep & Goat 

Equipment 

Large & Small  

Animal Feed 

5939 W. S.R. 135, Trafalgar, IN 46181 

Celebrating 59 Years in Indiana 

poebeef@franklinisp.net 

 Brown Farms, Inc. 
Variety of landscaping trees for sale 

Call for quote 
David Brown  

7622 W. Shelby State Rd. 44 
Franklin, IN 46131 

(317) 729-5124 



To better facilitate County Educators, we have tried to develop programs that incorporate the 
Indiana Academic Standards, and most programs can be adjusted to integrate a particular     
standard you are trying to attain. 
    Our programs provide an excellent opportunity to educate on the importance of natural    
resource conservation and are free to all types of Educators throughout Johnson County, not 
just the public schools.  If you are an Educator in a Public, Private, or Home school, Girl or 
Boy Scouts, Daycare, or any other avenue of education, please take advantage of our very       
informative FREE  programs! 
    All of the programs provide a hands-on, educational, fun learning opportunity.  A few of our 
most popular programs include:  Soil Pizza, Fish Tales-Fred the Fish, It³s Alive-Earth Worms, 
Water Bingo, Enviroscape, and The Incredible Journey.   Call us today to schedule a program at 
736-9540! 
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Do you have maps of drainage tile for your land?  Have you recently installed tile or are you    

planning on installing tile in the future? Have you recently repaired any tiles? If you answered yes 

to any of these questions, please call our office.  

 

We are currently working on creating a master private drain tile map for the county.  We receive a 

lot of inquiries about tile locations, and unfortunately, record keeping of installed tile has been 

scarce for many years. 

 

Our office utilizes a mobile GPS mapping system that does not require an ATV or any other       

vehicle to map tiles, so there is no disturbance to your property.  Just give us a call and weôll map 

your tile lines at no cost to you. 

 

As we add to our inventory of tile maps, we can create customized maps for landowners with tiles 

drawn over any number of layers.  We can create maps with tile lines, sizes, material, aerial     

photos, roads, you name it!  Our maps are free of charge and can be tailored to meet your needs. 

 

We can also create computerized maps from hand-drawn installation maps. 

 

If you would like to create your own maps, we will provide you with the data gathered and a       

program to use at no cost. 

 

Please call Andy at (317) 736-9540 x103 for a map or to schedule a visit.  Any tile information   

supplied to our office will be returned after it is entered into our computer. 

Tile Mapping Project 

2010 Soil & Water Education Programs 
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Would you like to receive our newsletter via email instead 
of regular mail?  In these difficult economic times, we are 
working to reduce our costs, and an e-newsletter is a great 
way to do so.  If you are interested, please call us at the  
office or send an email to swcd@swcd.org to submit your 
request. 

Top Ten Ways You Can Protect Drinking Water 

   1.   Dispose of chemicals properly 
   2.   Take used motor oil to a Recycling Center 
   3.   Limit the amount of fertilizer and pesticides used 
   4.   Properly abandon unused wells and cisterns 
   5.   Dispose of household hazardous waste properly 
   6.   Remove abandoned fuel oil and gasoline tanks 
   7.   Maintain septic systems 
   8.   Report illegal dumping 
   9.   Minimize use of chemical de-icers, like salt 

Sign up for Electronic Newsletter 



550 East Jefferson Street 
Franklin, IN  46131 
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NEW!! 2009 Plat Books $15.00 (+ $2.00 if mailed) 
Sponsored by the Johnson County Youth Conservation Board      

 

 SWCD Marking Flags $10.00 per bundle (100 flags per bundle) 
 

Erosion Control Netting $0.25 per linear foot (includes staples) 
 

Geotextile Fabric, 8 oz. non woven, 15 ft. wide x 300 ft. long rolls or cut to length 
$1.67 per linear foot 

$1.00 per sq. yd. 
$0.11 per sq. ft. 

 

Rain Barrel Kits $100.00 
 

Straw Blanket (Call for Price) 

Available at the SWCD 

We are located at 550 East Jefferson Street in Franklin, Indiana in the 
Alva Neal Building (old2 Franklin High School Building) across from 
Franklin College. 

Visit us on the web at www.swcd.org 


